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THE BISHOP’S LETTER. 
As from Tue Bisuor’s House, 
CHENGTU. 


6th October, 1934. 
My DEAR FRIENDS, 
It was my hope and expectation that to-day I 


should be arriving at Pingwu, the only principal 
station in the Diocese which I have not yet visited ; 


but instead of that I am at Shunking, where ae i 


arrived more than three weeks ago, since when I. 
have also paid a visit to Nanpu and Paoning. You 
will doubtless know from news in the English 
papers of the cause of my altered plans, namely the 
recrudescence of the Communist menace in North 
‘and East Szechwan. . 

After my long tour through the Diocese of 
which I told you 3 my last letter, I spent some 
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weeks in Chengtu dealing with the business which 
had accumulated during my absence, and then had . 
a very happy fortnight in the nearby hill resort of 


Kwanhsien. A small company of missionaries were 
gathered in the temple premises, and formed a very 
happy united community. Our own little party 
consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell with Joy, 
Deaconess Stewart, my wife and myself. The 
weather was unusually wet, but it was a>relief to 
get away for a short time from p heat of 
the plains. | 


As soon as Chengtu was reached, just before 


the end of August, it was evident that political 


conditions had again become unstable, and we were 
perturbed to learn that our colleagues in Suiting, 
with those who were staying there with them 
during the summer, had hurriedly had to flee 
There was little time in which to pack, and coolies 
were but few, so that the younger men were called 
upon literally to bear their own burdens. On this 
occasion our friends resorted to the scheme of 
hiding such goods of value as they could not take 


away with them under the floor-boards, and success 


attended this, for we hear that a visit which it was 


possible to pay later to recover a certain amount 


of the property left resulted in the bringing away 
of as much as was desired. Siianhan and Suiting 
were not actually lost to the Communists, but even 


now these invaders are but a few miles from the _ 


city. 


After satisfactory advance on the part of the 


Government troops, it was disappointing to hear 
that Tongkiang, two days to the East of Pachow, 
had again been lost; then came the news that 


Pachow was in jeopardy, and later that it had 


actually fallen. In Chengtu, unsettlement was to 
be noted, and general insecurity was reflected in 
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- that region. The reply was that it was 


the sudden rise in the value of Shanghai cheques, 
for those who possessed liquid assets were anxious 


_to transfer them to the coast, so that a considerable 


premium was obtainable by those who had cheques 
to sell. As rumours became more rife and more 
serious, I thought it well to send a telegraphic 
inquiry to Paoning as to the condition of things i in 
** grave,’ 
and so I felt it my duty to cancel for the time being 
the plans for the journey to Pingwu and proceed 
instead to the district where my ins aes were in 
greatest trouble. 


Although rain had sol fallen for some days, 

the state of the roads was most trying, and during 
the day on the way to Suiling it was often neces-_ 
sary to call (and pay for) help to extricate the car 
from the mud. Both before and after reaching 
Suiling a new terror of thé road was to be seen in 


the spectacle of broken stone bridges. Unusually 
_ heavy summer rains had resulted in the destruction 
of quite a number of these; six of them had to be 


crossed at much peril to both the car and its driver, 


and in the case of three others the river had to be 


forded. It was not pleasant to see the car sliding 
down one bank and then, after meeting unseen . 
obstacles at the bottom of the stream, to have to 
be pulled up the opposite bank, and it says much 


the care and skill and nerves of Mr. Rudd 


that we were able on the secon day to arrive safely 
in Shunking; but neither of us is looking forward — 
with the slightest degree of pleasure to the return 
journey, especially as rain has been steadily falling 


_ during the past few days. 


The news which I was able to gather in 
Shunking on -my arrival there was such that it 


seemed best for me to proceed without delay to 


Nanpu, so I set off the next morning on foot and 
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arrived the following day at about mid-day. I 
found, much to my surprise, that developments had — 
been swift in the Paoning area and that my mission- 
ary colleagues there had been requested by the 
responsible military authorities to leave the previous _ 
day, so that they had arrived by boat-in Nanpu only _ 
shortly before I myself appeared there. It was their — 

intention to proceed to Shunking without delay, but 
this proved impossible, as the advance of the Reds 
had been so continuous that they were now not far 
from the east bank of the Kialing river, and we 
were informed that the river was closed and boats 
would not be allowed to pass. As there were, 
besides. the missionaries and Bishop Ku, between 
30 and 40 Chinese workers, students and children ~ 
on the boat, and as the news of the oncoming Reds 
was becoming serious, this presented a most difficult 
problem. Aftér a delay of some 48 hours, however, 
the boat was finally allowed to leave on a passport 
which had -been obtained from the General in- 

charge, .and along with it went another boat which — 
had been wisely secured by Dr. Gray to convey the 
Tanishan missionaries and their 70 orphans from 
the danger area. These latter had been waiting for 
_ three days at Sinchenpa in the midst of a terrified 
population which was streaming from the whole 
countryside, pursued, at least in their imagination, 
_ by the ruthless Reds. Miss Gowar and Miss White | 
had the experience of spending the whole night on 
the river bank with their numerous charges, and 
they had almost given up all hope of help in the 
form of the boat and were preparing to do what 
they could by walking with the children to a safer 
resting place, when the boat itself appeared, to their 
great joy and relief. The troubles of the party thus. 
enlarged were not over, however, and they suffered 
considerable delay at Chowkow, where a bridge of 
boats had heen constructed which the authorities 
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refased 408 open to let them pass. A telegraphic 
message sent by Mr. Parsons to Shunking caused 
Mr. Denham and Mr. Rudd to start out to their 
relief. Prayer had been specially made that if 
possible the bridge might be opened, and though 
- much trial and inconvenience had been suffered by 
our brothers in their attempt at rescue, their relief 
was no less ‘than that of the delayed party itself 
when they found that the boats had already been — 
allowed to proceed. After a similar but somewhat — 
shorter delay at Long-men-ch’ang, some ten miles 
from Shunking city, they finally arrived at the 
_ latter place, thankful to have a long period of 
strain and confinement over. 

Meanwhile, the missionaries and their Chinese 
colleagues had been compelled to leave the stations 
of Chowkow and Yingshan, for it seemed in the 
opinion of those responsible almost certain that 
these cities would fall, and our colleagues were 
_ requested to leave without delay. Up to the present 
time the Reds have not actually taken possession, 
and it is hoped that these places may be spared 
that disaster; but they are still within striking 
distance of the enemy. For the present, Mr. and 
Mrs. Denham, Miss Allen and Miss Warren, and 
_ Messrs. Lloyd and Pateman are here, and Mr. and 
-Mrs..Carpenter have gone on to Hochow. 

Owing to the uncertainty of the whereabouts of 
_ the four women missionaries who were at Sintientsi, 
it seemed desirable for me to go on to Paoning; so 

after the boats had left Nanpu, Dr. Gray and I 
made the journey together. When we arrived 
things seemed fairly peaceful, and visits paid to 


the two leading generals brought us the information 


that there was no immediate danger. We were 
looking forward therefore to a somewhat lengthened 

stay with the small Christian community which had 
remained in the city, and also to getting news of - 
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the Sintientsi workers. A messenger was sent to 
that station, some 40 miles due north, but suddenly 
the next day the position became most precarious, 
owing to the loss of Tsangki, on the river only 
miles from Paoning, and the cutting by the Reds 
ia of the road to Tsangki itself. We were requested 
t : - by the general who was directing affairs in the city 
to leave, and after conveying our small amount of 
_ luggage across the river we remained through the 
night and well on into the next day. The visit } 
proved worth while in enabling us to secure certain : 
important documents and other things, though we 
had not been successful in finding out what we had 
hoped about the missionaries to the north. We 
learned later, however, that they had succeeded in 
getting away from Sintientsi shortly before that 
whole district was occupied by the Communists, and 
were away well to the west of the river and in com- 
parative security at Chienchow. No further news | 
has reached us, but it is most probable that the 
are now resting safely at Mienchow. = © 
_ Dr. Gray and I returned to Shunking about ten 
days ago, coming through Chien-hsin-ch’ang and 
Sichung. It was good to see the splendid start 
made in the work at the latter place by Miss 
Wegerle, and to learn of the special mission. which 
had been held there a few days previously. few : 
of those whose hearts the Lord had touched by that —~ 
means I met in the evening, and was permitted to 
speak a few words to them and to pray with them. 
It is most fervently to be hoped that the work 
; begun so encouragingly may not be interrupted. — 
| Since returning to Shunkiig it has been 
possible for us gathered here, both Western and 
Chinese workers, to meet together’for devotional | 
help and mutual counsel. Arrangements have been _ es 
made for the best temporary use of the forces now oe ake 
at our disposal. Some of the Chinese workers will 
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be able profitably to use the vee in places where 
they are needed till they are able to return to their 
own stations. As the news from the north is a 
little better, Dr. May Gray, with his youthful 
_ mobility, is returning to Nanpu, from which place 
he will be able to send needful information both to 
the south and to the west and thus enable his 
colleagues better to understand the whole situation. 
_ It is encouraging to know that the Chinese pastor, 
who had retired some miles into the country as a ~ 
needful measure of precaution, has now been able to 
return to Paoning, where he tells us a congregation 
of 50 or 60 met together on Sunday last. Es 

It is difficult to explain the exact military 

position at the moment, and more so to make any 
prophecy even with regard to the immediate future. | 
As far as we are able to understand, the Communist 
forces appear to be held for the present, and th 
Government troops are venturing carefully a litt 
- into what has been no man’s land on the Siianhan 
Suiting front. The same I think is the case in front 
of Yingshan and towards Ilung. On the west bank | — 
of the Kialing river strong defences have been | 
prepared, and it is obviously the intention of the 
authorities to make a resolute attempt to keep that 
bank as the westernmost line, though everything 
points to their readiness to give up the east side 
of the river, with the exception perhaps of Paoning, 
where the general in command tells us they will 
hold it to the death. Kwangyuan, away to the 
north, was for a time in grave danger, but reinforce- _ 
ments have come to its rescue both from the neigh- | 
-bouring province of Shensi and also from the west 
of Szechwan, and the plans for the Communists to 
break through on the Great North Road through 
_ Tzitong and Mienchow on to Chengtu, it is to be \ 
hoped, have been effectually frustrated. Of course | 
it is to be understood that. by the time this is in 
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readers’ hands the situation may very well be 
entirely different, and indeed we must pray that it 
may be, and that to its great improvement. If the 
price of Shanghai cheques is any indication, then 
the latest quotations which have reached us from 
Chengtu would seem to mean a great improvement 
in general conditions. The Central Government 
appear to be taking practical. cognisance of the 
whole situation, so that confidence is gradually 


returning, but only to the extent I think of ability 
to hold what has not yet been lost. The task of 
dispossessing the Communists of their recent gains — 


will be a long, strenuous and difficult one, for the 
invaders, owing to military successes and it may 
be supplies directly or indirectly from Russia, are 
very much’ stronger than ever they have been 
before. Their numbers of armed men have grown, 
it is reliably stated, from the eight thousand of two 
years ago to sixty or seventy thousand at the 
present time. Grave disasters to Government armies 


have meant only the replenishment of Communist 


armaments. | | 
The question of allowing missionaries to return 
to the places from which they have recently had to 


leave is a grave one. This is the third occasion 


in a period of less than two years when they have 


_ had suddenly to leave their work and flee for their 
lives, and that not merely on the fancied approach 


of danger, but because there was no alternative. ~ 
In the Northern Sub-Synod area, only one station 


out of the nine ordinarily occupied by missionaries 


is at present so held; and though it may be possible, 
for instance in the case of Chowkow, to make an 


occasional visit if conditions do not become worse, 


it is improbable that the re-occupation can be 
effected for some time. In-the east, Siianhan and 
Suiting cannot be resided in as yet, and it has called 
for no small amount of courage for our colleagues 
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to remain in Chiihsien. From most of these stations 
the Chinese workers have also had to flee, and the 
- congregations have been scattered. It had been 
hoped that fruitful meetings of the sub-Synods 
both in the north and east, could have been held — 
before the end of the year to consider especially the 

financial situation confronting the Church; these 
however will have to be postponed. The China 
Inland Mission has up to the present generously 
provided a considerable bonus over and above its 
agreed grant, but this was to cease normally at 
about the present time. Whether the Mission will 
be able to renew this additional help is not yet 
known. Weare all confident, however, that it will 
do what it feels to be right and just in the highest 
interests of the Kingdom of God. Meanwhile there 
are many needs confronting us, both of the Chinese 
workers who have been put to considerable expense 
in connection with travelling and who have also 
again lost many of their possessions, and of the 
hundreds. of Christian refugees who are once more 

deprived of their ordinary means of existence. 
- Provision for these special needs cannot of course 
- be made even from extra funds provided by the 
Mission, and I shall be grateful if such help as 
friends at home can afford may be sent for this 
purpose to the Treasurer of the Diocesan Associa- 
tion, who will forward it without delay to us on 


the field. | 
Up to the present time the Western sub-Synod 


~ area has been affected only by the rumours which | 


have been all too rife. Mr. Maxwell writes to tell 
me of serious unrest in Mienchow, Anhsien and 
Chongpa, where frequent arrests are made by the 
authorities of Communist suspects in schools and 
official circles. In the capital, where many of the 

rincipal provincial officials live, the people have 
been largely obsessed by the potential danger, but 
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so far there has been no reason to fear any grave 


happenings. 


Recently, arran gements have been made for a 
visit of the Bethel Band during the winter months 


to Szechwan, and in the programme is included 


series of meetings in Chengtu, Mienchow, Paoning, 
Shunking, Liangshan and Wanhsien. With the 
exception of Paoning, none of these places in the — 
Diocese are yet directly affected by the military | 

situation, and we trust that these meetings may be 
able to be held. The previous work done by the 


Band has been greatly owned and blessed by God 


to the revival of His Church, and in bringing many 
to the Saviour. The greatest need of the Church 


- within the Diocese is that of spiritual revival, and 


I commend to your prayers the labours of the Bethel 


Band. 


Bishop Ku, who is at present in Shunking with > 
his family, I trust will be able to continue his own 


special work without interruption, and that he will 


in the immediate future proceed to the east of the 
Diocese, where he will be greatly welcomed and be 
able to do much to strengthen the Church there. 
Some of our colleagues are looking forward to 
a return home in the immediate future: Mr. Funnell, 
Miss Wright, Miss Dix and Miss Wallis; while 
Mr. and Mrs. Porter left the country about the end 


of August. All these we shall earnestly welcome on 


their return to what I trust will be a peaceful sphere 
of work. Mr. Gordon Aldis, after a very serious 
illness, for the recovery from which we are all full 
of thankfulness to Almighty God, has gone for a 
period of convalescence to the coast. For him, too, 
readers will pray for the blessing of renewed health. — 
We are hoping shortly to welcome back to the 
Diocese Mr. and Mrs. Bevan. The suggestion had 


been approved that they should begin their new | 


term of service in Pachow, i truly needs their — 
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‘ministry ; this will now for some time be impossible, 


but there are many other needy places where their. 

ifts will have full scope. It is a great joy also to 
ook forward to the coming of a new recruit to the 
west of the Diocese in the person of the Rev. D. N. 
Sargent, whose work in China we all trust may be 
full of joy and fruitfulness. Mr. W. T. Jenkins is 
at present in hospital in Chengtu, where he is. 


undergoing an operation which will keep him from 


active duty for some -considerable time; prayer is 


sought for his full and speedy recovery. 
Many of you, I know, have been more than 


_ interested in the work of the Rev. Ts’ai Fu-ts’u, 


and have given him the help of your prayers and 


substance. During the past few years Mr. T's’ai, 


who is in Deacon’s Orders, has been greatly used as 
an itinerant evangelist and revivalist among the — 
churches of Szechwan. As it is just such work as 
his which the Church in the Diocese is most greatly | 
needing, I have proposed to him that he should 
receive ordination as a Presbyter and become a 
Diocesan Missioner, which will mean that his work 
will continue, but for the most part among our own 
congregations and in full co-operation with the 
diocesan authorities. I shall be very grateful indeed 
if prayer may be continued for him as he begins 
this new phase of his ‘work, and if gifts for his 
support may still be sent. 

It is my intention (D.V.) to return to Chengtu 
as soon as the roads render travel possible, and I | 
hope that I may still have the privilege of visiting 
the church in the Pingwu parish, though I fear it 


will not be feasible to continue the journey to 


Songpan and Mowchow as had been originally 


intended. 


Yours in Christ’s service, 
HOLDEN, 
Bishop. 
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NEWS FROM THE STATIONS. 


_ (Much of the news from the C.I.M. stations had 

been sent home by Mr. Funnell before the fresh 
incursion of the Reds; so it must now be read in 
the light of the later news contained in the Bishop’s 
letter or added from other sources.—Kditor. ) 


The Bishop’s visit to the east side of the | 


Diocese at the time of the Communist invasion was 
greatly appreciated. His presence was a source of 
strength and encouragement to the missionaries, 


many of whom were naturally somewhat sick at 


heart at having once again to evacuate their 
stations and leave their work. 


Day 1. Langchung (Paoning). 
Up to the time of the new Comnfunist invasion, 
everything had been going on normally in this 
_ gtation except that the hospital had not been opened, 
pending the arrival of Dr. Parkes, who has been 


studying the language in Shunking. Dispensary — 


work had been carried on'for some months by Miss 
- Wilson and the Chinese nurses, with some 30 to 40 
patients attending daily. There were over 100 girls 
and some 50 boys in the schools. Some classes of 


Higher Primary included boys and girls, to. 


economise in teachers. It was intended that the 
Rev. F. G. Snow should take Mr. Funnell’s place 
when the latter left for furlough. Mr. Parsons had 
not been well; but was better again. 


Tanishan. Miss Gowar and Miss White were 
living here, ‘the premises having been repaired after 
the damage done by the Reds. The Sunday gather- 


ings were encouraging, and when Pastor Keo 


visited the station, about 40 met for the Holy Com- 


munion. The orphanage was again in full working 3 
order with the sacition the orphans from Ts’ien- © 
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_fub-ch’ang, all in charge of Mr. and Mrs. Pu, Miss 


Gowar being responsible for supervision since Mrs. 


- Funnell left. Now, of course, both Paoning and 


Tanishan have had to be evacuated, the missionaries 
and those with them making the journey to Shun- 
king at the cost of much hardship and difficulty. 


Day 2. Ts’ten-fuh-ch’ang. 
- Pastor Yang had returned with his family, 


‘being at last able to occupy his own house. The 


church and orphanage, however, with Miss Pember- 


_ton’s house, were occupied by soldiers who were — 
very troublesome and destructive. Services were 


held under rather adverse and noisy circumstances, 


soldiers moving about everywhere all the time they 


were going on. When Bishop Holden visited the 


_ place recently, he found the missionaries’ house in 
a filthy condition, with the floor-boards partly gone | 


and a dead soldier lying there. All woodwork in the 
church has been gradually disappearing, being used 


for firewood. 
Day 3. Sintientsi. 


The glory of this place has departed, for about 


‘half of the main building was burnt down through 


the carelessness of the soldiers who occupied it after 


_ the Reds had gone. The inside courtyards are a 


mass of débris and broken tiles. Miss Williams and 
Miss Johanson had a hard time returning to such 


a wreck of their former home, with everything gone. 


Some repairs had been done, and this summer Miss 
Wilson, of Paoning, and the Misses Carpenter and 
Walton, of Kwangyuan, were able to visit there 
and spend the summer holiday, not with such com-. 


fort and convenience as formerly, but with the same 
beautiful surroundings and lovely scenery as of old. | 


The work here has suffered badly through the 
Red occupation, and the church is in a very low 
spiritual condition. Revival is needed and prayer 
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_ Is asked for many leading church members impli- 
cated in looting of mission premises, that sin may 
‘be confessed and put away. The attendances on 
Sundays were good, and the old teacher, Mr. T’ai, 
who has been very faithful, gives good messages. 


Day 4. Kwangyuan. 

Bishop Holden and Mr. Funnell were the first 
to visit this centre since the evacuation of last year, 
and received a very warm welcome from a good 
gathering of Christians.. This city has never been 
occupied by Reds, so has not suffered to any extent. 
The Pastor, Yang-tsi-tuan, had been back in the 
city for a month or so, and the work seemed to 
be in quite a flourishing condition. As usual, how- 
ever, the ladies’ house was occupied by a military 
official, his wife, and following. 


5. Pachung (Pachow). 


Pastor Ts’ai-fu-ts’u had been here, seeking ~ 


rally the Church and encourage the people. It is 
wonderful how the Christians had survived their 
troubles, and when Bishop Holden and Mr. Funnell 
visited the station in June, they were greatly im- 
_ pressed and much encouraged by the condition of | 
the Church. The people greatly need the help of 
our prayers in the fresh disaster which has iallen 
them, the city Raving again fallen to the 


Day 6. Nanpu. 

Work here has had an extraordinary set-back 
during the past 18 months, as the Mission premises, 
church, school, pastor’s house and ladies’ house 
_ have all been fully occupied by the Divisional Head- 

quarters of part of the 29th Army. Attempts have 
been made by Dr. Gray and by various ladies to 
oust them, but without success; the military have 
been very unreasonable and offensive, and the ladies 
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had a trying time living in their midst. Dr. Gray 


_ spent two months here, doing dispensary work, but 
had to rent a place outside for the dispensary. This 
work, however, was very successful, an average of 
70 to 80 patients coming daily for treatment,: and 
sometimes over 100; while some 30 to 40 boys came 
along regularly to a Sunday School at the dispen- 
sary. At an Industrial School “which was very 
friendly, Dr. Gray was able to run another Sunday 
School with about 40 boys, and there were signs 
of the Spirit’s working in their hearts. Mr. 
Funnell wrote: ‘‘ So,‘despite the opposition of the 
enemy, the Lord has set an open door in Nanpu. 


The church building has now been vacated, and | 


Bishop Ku has gone down to call the church 
together.’’ At the first gathering for 18 months 
in that church, about 30 came to service and Com- 
munion; and negotiations were proceeding with a 
view to securing the guest halls so that the Doctor 
could recommence his medical work there. The 
latest news, however, from the Bishop, written a 


day or two after his letter, was that the Reds were - 


pouring into Nanpu from the opposite bank of the 
river. | 
, _A circular letter from Mr. and Mrs. Denham 
tells of their removal to a new house, much quieter 
and more convenient than the old one; and of their 
being joined by two new workers, Messrs. Pate- 
man and Lloyd. Mr. Denham writes that ‘‘ the 
Lord has truly given us an open door. It would 
surely rejoice your hearts to see the work in the 
preaching chapels and guest-room on market days. 


Many show interest and listen with apparent — 


approval, but we long to see deep conviction of sin 
and true repentance. Women come, too, though 
in smaller numbers, and are taught.’’ Mrs. Denham 
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has been very busy in dispensary. A 


has been selling about 1,000 Gospels a month in the 
district. This station, also, has now had to be 


evacuated. | 


Day 8. Nanchung (Shunking). 
The Rev. A. M. Stibbs was hoping to continue 


ih the autumn his small Bible School for men who 


come in for special Bible study; and possibly the 


Rev. J ohn Wang may be him. 


Day 23. Mienchow. 


There has been a good deal of unrest in view 


of rumours that the Reds might reach this city, 


and a big round-up of suspected Communists, more — 


than 200 men and women having been arrested. 
Decent people have been afraid lest out of spite 


someone should accuse them to the authorities, as_ 
it is an easy way to pay off old scores. Any book 
with a slight tendency towards Communism, if 
found in a student’s possession, may be sufficient to 
implicate the owner, who may get off by paying a 
fine; but many have been executed. Schools are in. 


full swing, with about the same number in each 
grade as in the previous term. A few boarders from 
the area devastated by the Reds, who were unable 
to return home for their summer vacation, spent 


their time doing evangelistic work in the villages 


and country districts. Ten of the senior boys went 
out in this way, and have had varying experiences. 
One boy wrote that his group had been prevented 


by soldiers from doing evangelistic work as there 


were Communists in the district, and all propaganda 
had for the time being to cease. Two others, 
travelling on a boat which was overtaken by dark- 


ness and a bad storm, preached Christ, aunidat the 


general alarm, as the One Who brings peace to 
the storm-tossed heart. | “Next day, in true Pauline 
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| fashion, they were standing i in the public park and 
bearing their witness there.”’ 

_ _ There are 20 scholars in the Women’s School, 
and Miss Wells reports encouraging instances in 
connection with the work. One pupil is the wife 
_ of a highly educated young man who was connected 

with the army and, with his regiment, occupied one 
of the C.I.M. evacuated stations. Already a Chris- 
tian, as he reads English easily he became inter- 
ested in the missionaries’ bookshelves, and through 
reading one book was led to a new and full sur- 


render of his life to Christ. He has now gone to — 


the Central Theological College to prepare (at his 
own charges) for the ministry, leaving his wife in 
the Women’s School for study there. Two other 

women from this school have borne such faithful — 
witness in their country homes that others have 
been brought to Christ, and are asking for further 
teaching; in one instance, schoolboy evangelists 
found the inquirers ready to burn their idols. Miss 
Elder and two Chinese women helpers had an en- 
couraging time at Lochiang during the week of a 


women’s festival at the temple next door to the © 


mission premises, and had several visits from 
Government schoolgirls. 


Day 24. Anhsien. 
A student, now at the Cheayta Middle School 


and hoping to enter the ministry later on, persuaded 
the Pastor and Postmaster to help him run a Young 
Farmers’ Bible School in a farmhouse just outside 
the city which was attended by ten young men 

who spent a time. 


The Pastor, Rev. Chang-po-ai, who tak- 
ing a refresher course at the Central Theological 
School, is being greatly missed; but his return is 


expected early in the New Year. The day school. 
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and Sunday School are both Suditahing! : and there 
is a new readiness amongst young people to listen 
to the Gospel message. Several young men and 
women continue to come for lessons in English, 
and sometimes attend the services. Miss Parker 
(Church Army) is helping to improve the musical 
side of the services by training some of the children 
as a choir. 

Tn the out-station of Shihfang the work is much 


hindered by the military who are living on the 


mission premises and using the church for their 
classes on military tactics and methods of war. 
Prayer is asked that this kind of hindrance may be 


removed. 


Mr. S. Wang, the here for the 
past three years, left in August for training at 


the Central Theological College, Nanking. His 


place has been taken by Mr. S. C. T’ang, just 


returned from three years at the Tenghsien Theo- 


logical Seminary. He has been married recently; 


_ and prayer is asked that both he and his wife may 


be greatly blessed in their work in the district. 
Revival meetings had been planned for this autumn, 


- with Deaconess Li from Suiting as one of the 


speakers. Five young women, two of whom were 
brought in through attending the night school, 
have gone to the Women’s School in Mienchow for 
further teaching. Prayer is asked that some of 
them may receive a définite call to work for God. 

The fresh term of the night school has begun; and 
attendance at the Sunday School keeps up well. 

Several more church members have volunteered as 
teachers, so it is now possible to divide the children 
into smaller classes. There is a keen branch of the 
Women’s Missionary Service League which 3 18 acest 
ning a sale of work during the winter. 
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Day 28. Sintu. 


The Bishop visited the ilies in September 
and confirmed several new members of the Church. 
Mr. Lin-tsen-chi and Mr. Jenkins (Church Army) 
were working very happily together until the latter 
unfortunately had to go into for an 
tion. | 


Day 29.  Chongkiang. 

Soldiers have been giving trouble, and in se il 
to keep them out of the premises, the evangelist 
and his family are occupying as many rooms as 
possible, leaving only just enough for visiting 
missionaries. Miss Elder paid a short visit to the 
station, and Mr. Sherwood (Church Army) has 
since been there. The enthusiasm of the Christians 
is most encouraging. 


The Rev. H. A. Maxwell, Mr. Lin-tsen-chi a 


two students did some evangelistic work at a small 
temple just beyond the University Campus in July; 


and it is hoped that C.M.S. students will be able to - 
carry this on during term-time. Bishop Song con- | 


tinues to have many opportunities among students 
from the Government University and Colleges, 
many of whom are now asking for definite teaching 
about Christianity.. He has a Bible discussion class 
for them on Thursday afternoons, and gives Bible 
lectures on Fridays. | 


PERSONAL NOTES. 


| ‘The Rev. F. and-Mrs. Houghton sl g e for 
a visit to China and hope to include in their itinerary 
a visit to the Diocese. They would value prayer 
for guidance and that they may be 
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made a blessing i in every station they visit. 


) In September a little daughter was born to the 
_ Rev. and Mrs. John Carpenter. The event took 
place in the city of Hochwan, to which place they 
had retreated when the Communist army 


Yin eshan. 


| The Rev. F. W. Funnell is on way home 

: with the three children, and was due to reach this 
country on December 7th. Mrs. Funnell has been 
home for some few months. 


: The Rev. K. G. and Mrs. Bevan and Miss 
) Mitchell arrived in Shanghai at the end of October, © 
— but the situation in Szechwan did not seem to 
| | justify their proceeding inland. Things have since 
q somewhat improved, and we believe that Mr. and 
| Mrs. Bevan have now left for their station. 


‘The Rev. G. H. Aldis is at the cdast — 
ing after his serious illness. 


| Bishop Ku is reported to have taken up his 
) residence in the city of Wanhsien, at all events 
: during the evacuation period, and this will give 


4 him an opportunity of giving some attention to the 
in that part of the Diocese. 


Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Sadler and their two child- 


ren sailed for China on December (6th, from | 
Marseilles. | 

Miss M. E. Goudge has arrived in England op _ | 

furlough. 


Deaconess E. L. Stewart has ‘eobitden a little 
book, published by the C.M.S. at 1/-, called 
© Borward in Western China,”’ with a foreword by | 
the Archbishop of Sydney. This gives a lendid ’ 
picture of the growth of the Church, particularly in 
‘fe C. M. S. area of the Diocese, and should be "the 
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means of calling out much prayer for all the work. 


Friends are warmly recommended to obtain copies 


| of this book for personal reading and for passing 
-. on to others. 


The Rev. D. N. Sargent is now attending the 
Language School in Chengtu; Miss H. Davies, a 
nurse, who has been studying the language in 
Peiping, ‘as arrived in Mienchu; and Miss B. 
Hensman, a trained teacher, hopes to sail for West 
China (D.V.) on January 5th, via Canada. These 


three are all C. M. S. recruits. 


ANNUAL MEETING~ _ 
‘WIMBLEDON AUXILIARY. 


The fifteenth Annual Meeting was held on 
November 15th, 1934, at Gothic Lodge, Wimbledon 
Common, by kind invitation of Mrs. Basil 
Braithwaite, who most hospitably entertained ‘the 
company to tea. The Rev. J. Douglas Wood 


(Emmanuel Church) presided. Prayers for the 


Diocese and for ken and Mrs. Holden were said 


by the Rev. John Cawley (Christ Church). The 


Ven. Archdeacon F. Boreham, recently returned 
from the Diocese, gave a stirring address, entitled — 


The Hand of God in West China.’’ Mr. Alan 


Stewart presented his report and appealed for more 


regular subscribers to come forward, and after a 


few words from Miss Hughes-Hallett, the mesting 
closed with 


PRAYER MEETINGS. 


Deieeia are again reminded of the monthly 
Prayer Meetings which are held on behalf of work 
in the Diocese on the First Tuesday in the month 
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from 3 to 4 p.m. at the offices of the Church 
Association, 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, 
W.C.2. The dates are January Ist, February oth, 
March 5th, 1935. No one can read the accounts in 
this magazine of the present situation in Western 
China without realising the urgent need for our 
constant help by prayer. It is hoped, therefore, 
that friends within reach of London will make a 
real effort to attend these gatherings. 


remembrance of Western China has 
been kindly promised at the undermentioned regular 
Prayer Meetings, at which any who can attend will 
be welcome :— 


St. Stephen’s, E. Putney ... Ist Tuesday, afternoon: 
Emmanuel, Wimbledon _... 1st Friday, 5.30 & 8.15 p.m. 
Haling Hall, Croydon ... lst Friday, 8.15 p.m. | 
St. Michael’s, Braintree ... lst Saturday, evening. 
Holy Trinity, Eastbourne... Ist Saturday, 5.30 p.m. 
St. Peter’s, Southborough... 4th Tuesday, 11.45 a-iii- 


Ist Saturday, 6 p.m. 
Thorsden, Guildford Rend, 


Woking ee . 2nd Tuesday, 11.30 a.m. 

Christ Church, 4th Friday. 

St. James’, Dover ... _... 4th Sunday, evening service. 

St. Mark's. Preston ..._—... Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. 

Dunston, Lincs. __... ... Wednesdays, 3 

Christ Church, Richmond ... Fridays, 8 p-m. (except Ist 
(Surrey) wviday). 

Parish Church, Sevenoaks... Fridays (two meetings). 

St. John’s, Ealing ... ... Fridays, 5.30 p.m. 


_ Christ Church, Blackpool ... Fridays, 7 p.m. 
Union Hall, Dover ...__... Saturdays, evening. 
Reigate Parish Church _... 4th Saturday. 


Christ Church, Barnet 
Ferndown, Dorset... 
St. Cuthbert’s Preston 
St. Luke’s, Chadderton 
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PRAYER CYCLE. 


LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 

TS’ IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 

SINTIENTSI. 

KWANGYUAN, CHIENCHOW. 

PACHUNG (PACHOW). 

NANPU, FU-TSUEN-I, SINCHENPA. 
YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. : 
NANCHUNG (SHUNKING). 
KWANGAN. . 
YOCH'IH. 

KUAN-IN-KOH. 

LINSHUI. 

. CHUHSIEN, T’U-CH’I. 

. TACHU. 

. TAHSIEN (SUITING), SUANHAN (TUNGHSIANG) 
LIANGSHAN, T’IENKIANG. 

KATIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN- KIANG- 
WANHSIEN. SHIH 
FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUIN-AN-CH’ANG. 
MOWCHOW. 
P’ING-WU (LONGAN), SONGPAN. 

CHONGPA. 
MIENCHOW. 
ANHSIEN. 

-MIENCHU. 

TEHY ANG. 

HANCHOW. 

‘SINTU. 

CHONGKIANG. 

CHENGTU. 

UNOCCUPIED PLACES. | 
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: istic work: for the witness of scho 


them real b 


§PBCIAL SUBJBCTS FOR INTERCESSION 


AND THANKSGIVING. 


LET US THANK GOD 
For the preservation of missionaries and Chinese Chris-._ 


tians during the evacuation of their stations. 


For the faithfulness of the Christians in Pachung and. 
other places in the devastated area; and for new signs of 
the Spirit’s working in Nanpu. 


For the many encouraging “a: ge kage for evangel- 

tholars from the Mienchow 
Women’s School, and of students from Chengtu and from 
the Mienchow Boys’ School; and for ‘‘ open doors’”’ in 


_Nanpu and Chowkow. 


_ For the new readiness hown by young people to hear 
the Gospel message. | | re | | 


For the missionaries, Chinese workers and the hun- 
dreds of Christian refugees from the evacuated stations, 


_ that God will comfort and sustain them and supply all their 


For great blessing on the visit of the Bethel Band to 
the Diocese. | 


For Pastor Ts’ai-fu-te’u, that God will continue to bless 
and use him in the new paseo of his work to which he is © 


being called ; and that all the needed money may come in 


for his support. 


For guidance for the Bishop and others in regard to 


the future return of missionaries to the recently evacuated 


stations, that God’s will may be made plain to all concerned. 


For deliverance of the distressed districts from the | | 


Communist menace; also that the hindrance of military 
occupation of mission premises in other places may soon 


be removed. | 


That much blessing may attend the visit of Mr. and 
Mrs. F. Houghton to China. 
For those from the Diocese who have 


their time of ee for further service may brin 
( essing and the deepening of their spiritua 
ianchow ; and for the Rev. Chang-po-ai as he returns to 
his pastoral work in Mienchu. 
That the New Year may see a grant revival of spiritual 


life throughout the Diocese and the bringing in of many 


more souls to the Kingdom of God. 


ces recently entered 
the Central Theological on; Somer at Nanking, that 


. C. T’ang and his wife in their work at _ 
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| PRAYER FOR THE DIOCESE 
| CHINA. 


Almighty God who hast purchased to Thyself a universal church 
through the precious blood of Thy dear Son, and hast promised 


that the Holy Spirit shall abide with that Church forever, we thank | 


Thee for Thy people whom Thou hast redeemed in the Diocese 
of. Western China. Especially we praise Thee for Thy servants 
Bishop Ku and Bishop Song, and er clergy, catechists, Bible 
women, teachers and others, who acing with faith and courage 


_ the problems of these difficult days. May the things which have 


happened turn out to the furtherance of the Gospel. Grant that, 
while loving their country and seeking its highest welfare, Thy 
servants may joyfully recognise that their citizenship is in Heaven. 
Help them to be zealous as fishers of men. Make them faithful 
and loving as shepherds of the flock. Fill them with Thy Spirit. 
Make them mighty in the Scriptures. Strengthen them where they 


are weakest. Look with mercy upon those who are in danger and — 


distress through the horrors of brigandage, and the oppression of 
lawless soldiery. Restore any who through fear of man, the love 
of the world, or the attacks of Satan, have wandered from Thee, 
or lost their first love; and so revive Thy work by Thy Spirit in the 
hearts of all that Thy Church may be to Thy praise and glory and 
that from Thy people the Word of Life may sound forth chraugpout 
_ the whole of Western China. 


"We pray for Bishop Holden and all the Toreigo missionary 


workers. Give them a fresh anointing of Thy Spirit, and prepare 
them in heart and mind for the new conditions which they are facing. 
Graciously use those who are compelled to remain at home, ahd 
grant that their places may be filled by others whom Thou hast 


called and chosen to share the privilege of preaching ia China the 


-unsearchable riches of Christ. We: ask all in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Redeemer. Amen. : | 
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